President’s Report – Annual General Meeting 

Held 13th November, 2010

This has been my first year as President of ECHO and I would like to thank a very patient executive and committee members.  In particular, my vice-presidents, Danielle Gibson and Sharon Arney who have been so supportive and inspirational in their roles,  Suzanne Dunn who has again been our very capable secretary and Ann Muckersie who very courageously took on the position of treasurer and with Aggie Marziale as mentor has got through her first year with flying colours!  Our committee members also include Sue Klose, Margaret Leslie, Mary Stacey, Michaly Batty, Deb Duckmanton, Jose Thompson, Liz Sandercock and Sally Gower. I thank you all for the work you have put into ECHO this year.

Highlights

We again organised four successful and well-attended conferences. Term 1 had a Mathematics focus and Term 2 had a Science focus. At both of these conferences, information was presented by key note speakers which challenged and extended our thinking. They were followed by ‘hands-on’ workshops presented by educators working with children in preschools and schools. 

At our Term 3 conference Lisa Burman challenged us to ensure that our pedagogy matches our view of the child as a ‘powerful learner’.  Lisa has worked for a number of years in New York City where she facilitates and supports school communities to implement pedagogical change and plan effectively for ongoing interdependence as a learning community.  We are fortunate in that Lisa is returning to work in Adelaide next year and we are planning more sessions with her. 

EChO in conjunction with CEASA funding sponsored two highly successful country conferences. I attended and presented workshops at both the Mt. Gambier and Renmark conference.  We provided funding for these regions so that they could invite interstate and overseas presenters in order to stage highly innovative and exciting conferences in the local area.  Attending these conferences allowed us to do important networking and make contact with potential presenters for future ECHO conferences in Adelaide.  We intend to continue supporting country conferences.

Directions for next year 

We have an amazing amount of energy within our group and we have done some work this year on ensuring that our committee members attend conferences, seek out good practice and become a knowledgeable and forward looking professional body. We need to ensure that we as members are keeping up with the latest trends – in other words we need to attend to our own professional development.  To this end several members of the committee attended the National Early Childhood Australia Conference in Adelaide this year.  There were some inspiring speakers which challenged and extended our thinking. Connections were made and networks established thus ensuring we continue to provide relevant and up to date Professional Development to Early Years practitioners. We will continue to provide these opportunities to the committee in the coming year. 

Website – We are in the process of renewing our website and we humbly apologise that it has not been updated this year. The process of establishing a new website and training members in the maintenance of the site has taken longer than expected. However, we expect to have it up and running by January 2011 and along with the new website will be a new logo which committee members have been working on this year.

Our conferences for next year will focus on Early Years Pedagogy and connecting children with the natural environment. 

Term 1 – Will be held at the Botanic Gardens where we will have the opportunity to learn about the possibilities for children’s learning in this wonderful setting.

Term 2 – From Little Things, Big Things Grow which will look at sustainability, kitchen gardens, and helping children to make connections between their lives and the natural environment.  There will be workshops run by practitioners from schools, preschools and child care centres who are already doing some great work in this area. 

Term 3 - We have invited two presenters from New Zealand, Toni and Robin Christie. Toni and Robin believe that early childhood is the most significant stage of every person’s development. They are driven to provide practical, relevant, natural and aesthetic resources and environments for all who play and work with very young children. We are considering making this a full day conference in order to get the most of our New Zealand presenters and also to cater for our country members. 
We are planning to continue our four Saturday conferences but we are also planning some twilight sessions to be held in various locations in the regions so that they will be accessible. 

We are planning to support two more country conferences in 2011.

As always, we value the feedback we get from our members and hope that you will continue to provide this in order for us to continue providing exciting, relevant  and challenging professional development. Thank you.

Marilyn Hayward

President EChO  2010

