
I Spy
I Think
I Wonder
Inquiry Adventure

Integrated ages 3 ½ -7 yrs.
Rendelsham Kindergarten

Rendelsham Junior Primary



Overview
The Spy, think and wonder inquiry project invites 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻΧ

ÅCƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ

ÅDevelop curiosity and a sense of wonder

ÅEngage in deep and meaningful conversation

ÅDevelop new thinking and questioning

ÅDevelop a sense of responsibility and optimism

ÅGain a greater understanding of connections and   

their place in the world



Spy role

Χ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ
and excitement



!ƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΧ

ÅStrengthening social skills and networks between school and kindergarten

ÅLearning to notice and observe detail

ÅUnderstanding and looking at the world from a fresh perspective

ÅSparking curiosity and interest in the things around us that often go  unnoticed 

Å5ŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ

ÅEngaging in technology with greater confidence and competence

Å/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ

Å/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΩ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ   

purpose 

ÅChildren asking new and meaningful questions



Aim: Develop  3 areas

1. Noticing ςmore than looking!!

2. Thinking ςunderstanding our thinking

3. Wondering ςhigher order thinking

!ƭǎƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΧ

Technology |Empowering children to have ownership 

of their learning | Natural world | Interest groups



DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΧ

Staff planning: Recognising early challenges

Åteam teaching, part time centre
ÅInterruptions ςcamp, open day, holidays
ÅNew children starting part way through

To over come some of our challenges it was 
decided that there would be times the school and 
kindergarten would work together and times 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΧ 
this worked!



ΧNot so much about the answers but 

the thinking and learning that happens 
along the way

Χ.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
the foundation of inquiry



Getting started with
the children

Introducing the concepts
to notice..think..wonder

Explicit teaching



What does wonder mean?
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΧ

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέ

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέ

άL ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻŘŀȅέ

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿέ

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛǎέ 



Letôs go spying ïlearning to notice
Exploring the natural environment
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